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SEA + MOUNTAINS




WHITE MOUNTAIN 1{E ALBANIAN COAST

. ¢
coast, east of Italy, where the Adriatic and Albania’s coastline is 576 km long. The northern part is flat, easily accessible and developed. The south, the Albanian
bitants. It's abo large as Belgium, the Riviera, however, is quite mountainous, difficult to reach, but extremely beautiful thanks to its abundant unspoiled

e N comparison. nature.

THEA

The Alba F | orth to Sarande in the south near the Greek border. The SH8 coastal
road linl i, Himaré, Porto Palermo, Qeparo ... .

Geogra

ALBANIA
26748 km2 1 Dhermi: rugged and tough wit!

ts over 2000 m high sometimes snowy peaks close to the sea — lot 3;

_'. Dhermi to Lukove: green, idyllic and unspoiled — lot 2;

\ (3) Lukove to Butrint: the touristic part near Sarande with its numerous bays and its view of Karkyra (Corfu) - lot 1.
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MAIN CHALLENGE

The main challenge. the main task = let's quote the briefing = is.

“TO IMPROVE THE URBAN CONDITION AND THE USE OF THE TOURISTIC AREAALONG THE STRIP, AS WELL AS
THE CONNECTIONS THAT LINK THE COASTAL STRIP TO THE NEW AND THE OLD SETTLEMENTS NEARBY.”




"WE IMAGINE
ALBANIA
AS
1T COASTALCITY"”



"WE DREAM OF
ALBANIA
AS
1 NATURAL PARK"™
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ALBANIA - “THE WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK”.

The AKPT's vision:

“WE IMAGINE ALBANIA AS ONE COASTAL CITY.”

We have some reservations about this vision for we're afrald It involves serious risks. It creates the impression that
urbanization & the main element of the Albanian identity. It suggests an urbanization expanding all the way from the
interior to the coast to form one large urbanized whole.

Since the 80s the country has been evolving and developing rapidly, sulfering from rbulding as a Jence

We would like to develop a complementary vision!
“WE DREAM OF ALBANIAAS ONE LARGE NATURAL PARK ON THE MEDITERRANEAN ~

It's the rugged mountains of the Balkans meeting the Mediterranean which created the Albanian identity. It's the contrast
between the mountans and the sea which is unique. Mountans over 2000 m high, mountains sometimes snowy,
mountains meeting an azure sea. It's this most expressive topography 100 however, which renders inaccessible a large
part of the country. The Albanian nature |s stunningly beautiful, abundant and pristine, How exceptional! And what a

9

in a mostly uncrganized and unstructured way. Towns keep expanding with great speed, overflowing into nature and
messing up entire landscapes.

W oxrsting nasurnl parks
B edonsacens
W roountams o nalurals parks.

. whast & chall

"ALBANIA™ MEANS “THE LAND OF THE WHITE MOUNTAINS", AND IT DOES SO FOR VERY GOOD REASON!




ALBANIA, THE LARGEST NATURAL PARK ON THE
MEDITERREAN

We want 1o cherish and protect this unique Albania with its unique landscape. So we propose 10 put clear boundaries
between its nature and its city areas, between ocpen spaces and developable or urbanizable ones. And we want to
connect the green spaces, the natural areas, the nature reserves still isolated so far with the other areas to form one
big conbinuous green network. In that way we offer a vision in line with the ideas for the realizabon of the “Emerald
Network”. Albania as one big national park!

Here's the engine we propose for Albania's development: a gigantic green space which will be a unique altract:on on the
Mediterranean. For short: a tourist magnet!




THE RIVIERA NATIONAL PARK

EXISTING SITUATION g W PROPOSAL

mmmnmmm«mmmM‘q  limited accessibility and poor We see the Riviera as one large national park: “the Riviera National Park”™.
mnmmmmmmwmmﬁ WWMMM

from Orikum to Sarrandé is almost undeveloped : 1. We therefore propose a maximum expansion and linking together of the various

2 This could be done by:
A a. defining as nature reserves those natural areas not yet defined as such,

'{- . defining the great mountain ranges as nature reserves and integrating them into the green network. This
Iegical as these great mountain ranges are at the origin of the Albanian identity:

/"; . integrating agricuitural areas into the green network of nature reserves at strategic spots. This can be do
"0 yielding abandoned farmiand to nature;
defining green corridors within existing agricultural areas; X

introducing a different way of farming in certain agncultural areas. Smaller-scale organic farming for
example generates more biodiversity.

d. even by creating additional “nature” for the green network.

2. We propose from now on 1o consider towns and villages as well defined islands in this green network.
outside them should no longer be allowed. The implantation of tourist developments should be well argued and

integrated into the network. Implantation in refation to the towns and villages will be preferable. implantation outside
them will only be permitted at specific and well argumented locations.

3. We suggest to create a framework for the construction of mfrastructure such as new roads and radways. Defining

the Albanian Riviera as a large nature reserve will help develop a vision on how 10 integrate these elements into the

landscape. For example: will there be a road at ground level or will there be a tunnel, or a bridge, to maintain nature's
tinuity?



LOT 3 ORIKUM
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E‘E{S NATURE OVER VALLEY
2

'HE LAGOON - flora and fauna
\
'S

\
Thelagoo mmmmuwmua!MWembmmnbmmwdmm

&s ch as possible the d d-in lagoon would be given back its original size and it would again stretch as far as
re

~

and

on is an important element In the network of nature reserves. It has a very rich and diverse fiora and fauna
R}s DO for birds and marine life. To give nature a chance again we suggest estabiishing more connections
stween the lagoon and the sea and thereby helping it regain s onginal qualites as a wet area where saltwater and
ter mx,
and phire, local d ies, could be grown in the lagoon. The mussels would be brought to the market

aly' d ringlheseaon
s might offer guided tours or cross the lagoon to the Orikos archaeological site. Departure from the pig
the covered mark
Amofﬁ* g and biking lrails would start in Orikum and lead through or around the lagoon. Th
_ would be incorporal the network but bridges would punctuate them.
'Tommomhmho 3 again the present-day road to Pasha Limanit and the Orikes
mtherbcmplaeed by a viaduct or led around the lagoon.

(2) DUKAT FUSHE‘,- BIO-F RMING
I

Most of the valley sc of Orikum fs agricultural co parts are still cultivated, other lots are no longe
llsed&:nesnﬂhm;aﬁsﬂ bdamunda ing p 0O road, The fields are large 'l'heislm&uer,
remnant of an agriculfural od OF the Hoxha regime. We propose to consider the agrick

as an extension of the,r
wdectwichmho.ﬁ 3l calthie )
the exception of buildings spec se o!agnuuummdmpu/yn‘no"' 0

ithod \ s D g
Healthy local products would be traded in the Miarket hall and g

-

{3) THE BEACH — tourist FUR and

swimming pools, bars. possibly a casino with a di

- the part west of the green area. It would be a rug
be able to walk 1o Pasha Limanit or the Orikos
the sea would wash over the old read,

(4) TRAGJAS - the hills

".The park on the beach would sweep along the river with its extremities stretching
Tragfas. The park would connect Orikum-on-the-beach, Orikum's centre and Tragjas.
grid and its density and intensity would decrease gradually leaving Orikum. The
lheslmduredlheﬁelds d it and the existing topography. A walking and biking
along the river to Tragjas.
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ENCLAVES = BORDERS

—

(N?RIKUM CENTRE - THE TRIANGLE

1]
- (e g
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Let's define Orikum centre’s built-up area and its future boundaries

ignkum s core is a triangle with its sides shaped by three different natural elements:
/. The fields of Dukat Fushé on the south side.

Ihe Dukatit river on the east side;

c. Tﬁ7 Pasha Limanit lagoon on the west side.

- -
II|||||-

|l'lS/Idé this triangle there is still room for expansion and densification

B
III

QOrikum’s two main streets, Bulevardi Principesha Rugjine and the SH8 road, form a T-junction and doing so structure
th‘is core. We propose to transform them into fully-fledged boulevards with trees and wide sidewalks on both sides,
Ieadh*\q up to corners where space will be reserved for three special large-scale buildings to fix and tighten Orikum’s
urban tissue, The buildings we propose will be mixed public-private infrastructures making the most of their exceptional
locations. \1
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“(2) Orikum BEACH A\THE WING

Given the fact that the,region has so much potential and tourist assets galore, it seems logical to provide space for new fa
tourist develdpmems. We\would like to get this on the right track. Meanwhile we think it's too bad that Orikum’s centre is
still situated more than on? km away from the beach today, too far to achieve a high-quality development of tourism
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(3) PASHA LIMANIT - Julius CAESAR'S\harbour

e

The Orikos archaeological site and the ad;acenl\F{asha Limanit military harbour are actually one who /e/‘l'ogether with
the underwater remains of Julius Caesar's former ﬁgrbour it might be turned into a large open air giﬁseum ded«cated to
naval warfare. One more tourist magnet! \\ / A
~ 74
If so, public ferries and boats shuttling to Vioré and SazaﬁQould visit the harbour. A small areia might remain-réserved
_ for the military but it would be necessary to remove the feng& around the military site to g

ray{t perman'éﬁt accessability to
,the Orikos archaeological site. B '

\,./“"*\\_’,[!.---""

Some former military barracks might be turned into guesthouses Pasha Limanit would bectxme one of the starting
pomts for trekkers keen on exploring the Karaburunlt mountains.
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- A GRID oriented east-west and rotated 45° With respectta the coast. In that way ali stree s even the side streets, 2
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RESEARCH EXAMPLES OF THE WING

EXISTING PARCELS A STRIPS EAST WEST GRID

32,5 HA 32HA 40,5 HA

MASSPLAN VLORE A VILLE RADIEUSE HILBERSEIMER

21 HA 123 HA 6 HA



A GATEHOUSE

positioned where the city “stops” nowadays. In the future Orikum will be accessed via the new Vloré bypass however
and traffic will enter the city here. We propose to shift and connect the end of the Vioré bypass to the city. We suggest

a building in the shape of a gate at this location, positioned in the middle of a plaza and flanked by a gas station; a bus
station, a supermarket, a roadside restaurant and ample parking opportunity, all of them features focused on serving the
region around Orikum. Private housing overlooking the pretty valley would surround the plaza.

VLORE BYPASS



BIENVENU A ORIKUM!




MARKET HALL

A MARKET HALL at the intersection of the lagoon, the city and fields of organic agriculture. Basically the hall would
be shaped like a canopy allowing farmers and fishermen to sell their crops and their ¢atch to residents and tourists
underneath. In its optimum version it would be a building with several “sides’. A“fields side” spacg for dealing with the
harvest (auctioning, processing, packing and turning the organic waste into €lectricity by means of a biomass plant) A
“city side” with restaurants offering local specialties. A “lagoon side” with rooms to process the fish and mussel harvest
and a tourist information point selling tickets for cruises on the lagoon and trips to the Orikos archaeological site. And
finally even a “roof side” with photovoltaic panels producing electricity.
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FRONT ISOMETRIC VIEW

MARKET HALL
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Séxtended until here as a promenade along
143 chmb-ng wall and a panoramj
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STRIPS

Built-up strips and open ones alternating consistently to allow sufficient public space and greene.

Between the development and the sea we would conserve an area approximately 100 m wide for the beach, a long
green park with pine trees and the road. The park would provide space for small-scale tourism infrastructures such as
cafés, surf clubs, fithess businesses, petanque strips and sports fields — besides, maybe, some public buildings.







PANORAMA

The BRIDGE taking the old coastal road to Vloré on the east side of the intersection between the two main streets.
We would like to turn it into a link between the river, the SH8 road, Orikum's centre and the Orikum beach. We would
develop it as a bridge plaza, as a formal meeting-and-events square




