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Introduction

The Supreme Court of Justice is one of the highest institu-
tions for any democratic Nation in the world. Redefining 
its organisation together with the educational ambition of 
a School of Magistrates is an opportunity to express those 
inherent values, through Architecture, with an inscription 
in the historical perspective.

We find it very appealing that Albania opens such a pro-
gramme and project to an international architectural con-
test, and strived to make such energy the essence of our de-
sign proposal today.

We believe that this kind of initiative is a display of the most 
progressive and lively forms of true European culture, being 
social and geographical before institutional. 
It underlines that Albania, as a relatively young democracy, 
has the possibility to recapture the pioneer values of the ini-
tial societal European project, more so than the controlled, 
somewhat introvert and (seemingly) ‘established’ democra-
cies.

As a European team, we have the conviction that such open-
ness is in the hands of the new and future member states. 
Furthermore, we believe this project can be one of the rare 
tangible expressions of such a challenge, served by good ar-
chitecture. Architecture is the instrument that can express 
the democratic, non-ostentatious nature of a state institution 
that devotes itself to its citizens, daily.

The two institutions seem to us as parts of one growing eco-
system, which occurs as an important pivot of institutional 
evolution in Albania, towards its European integration.

With this in mind, our design for the Supreme Court and 
School of Magistrates articulates 8 priorities:

1.	 Expressing an Albanian European identity, as inclu-
sive, evolutive, contemporary, future-oriented culture.
2.	 Allowing efficiency in operations, in short term (suc-
cessful transition) and long term (adaptive building), 
3.	 Transforming issues of access, circulations and secu-
rity into architectural qualities, for a stronger, specific insti-
tutional identity.
4.	 Fostering high awareness of its Public role, dedicated 
to citizen’s rights,
5.	 Preserving the relation to history (in the making) 
and heritage,
6.	 Helping further develop high academic education 
standards, and their relation with the highest Judicial au-
thority.
7.	 Integrating the complex in its natural context, in-
creasing the value of the park both as a natural and civic 
value for all.
8.	 Leading by example on the ground of today’s envi-
ronmental challenges. 

In establishing the strategic axis of our proposal, we delved 
deep into the understanding of the existing – both physi-
cal (landscape, existing structures, local character) and con-
ceptual aspects of the challenge, dissecting the institution’s 
programs and uncovering potentials and synergies between 
them.

As architects, the centre of our concerns is the very public 
dimension.
Also, through our proposal today, we strive to resolve pro-
grammatic issues - such as security, accessibility, as well as 
iconographic issues - presence, symbolism, materiality and 
expression; in a singular line of thought, for an architectural 
synthesis of high public and democratic value.
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A symbolic location, between Heritage 
and Future.

The choice of the Valle building as new location 
for the Supreme Court of Albania is a decision 
that makes sense on many levels.

After analysis, it seems evident to consider this 
choice was not only one of a building, but -first 
of all- one of a location and a context.
Indeed, the monumental site of the “Convitto 
Feminile” dominates Tirana from a natural set-
ting, while remaining part of the city. Its envi-
ronment provides the necessary distance from 
the urban daily implications, while remaining 
totally connected and accessible, ideals factors 
for an institution of such public importance as 
the Supreme Court.

Because of its relation to the park and the to-
pography in Tirana, the heritage is not only  
made of the Italian architecture. The monu-
ment is the entire site!

As with any Palazzo, the timeless landmark is 
the product of the building and it’s surround-
ings, as a whole, regardless of their functions.

We have approached the project with a broader 
historical and symbolic ambition, considering 
the site as a heritage where each element will 
play its best role for the future.

The New Supreme Court + School of 
Magistrates complex.

Is it possible to achieve a coherent Unity with a 
courthouse and a school, two autonomous in-
stitutions?  
How can they both work efficiently, while 
achieving together the best resolution of antag-
onisms such as openness and security, academia 
and practice, heritage and future?
And how can such an intelligent resolution be 
developed in continuity with the park?
Our postulate is to create a united venue, as 
one destination of Justice, where each institu-
tion meets the uncompromised resolution of 
its fundamental needs, with maximal common 
synergies.
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SUPREME COURT
7.530 m²

COMMONS
510 m²

SCHOOL OF
MAGISTRATES
3.955 m²

Program breakdown	 Supreme Court & School of Magistrates

The Best for Both

After researching numerous organisational 
diagrams, our postulate can be summa-
rized as such: 

Instead of forcing the judicial bodies in 
a traditional architecture of classrooms, 
with the courts relegated as “annexes” 
through a chaos of compromised circula-
tions, we propose to maintain the national 
monument as an educational institution, 
and as the gate of an even higher institu-
tion, the New Supreme Court of Albania, 
a new symbol of Justice.

Considering the whole site as symbolic 
heritage, considering the complex as one 
unity, we therefore suggest to install the 
School of Magistrates in the historical 
educational building, and Supreme Court 
in a specific structure, a focal point, a new 
instrument of Justice.

Also, from the analyses made from our 
structural engineers, it appears as evidence 
that structural interventions on the histor-
ical building have to be avoided as much 
as possible.
On structural and mechanical engineering 
point of view, the Supreme Court is not 
feasible in the historical building. Also, 
the Supreme Court of Albania should be 
hosted in a flexible structure that accom-
panies the changes implied by the Alba-
nian reforms of Justice.

In this report, we will guide you through 
the multiple elements that indicate why 
this choice can be an evidence, for a better 
functioning of the two institutions in the 
complex, and a clearer, stronger, evolutive 
identity for the whole.
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Entrance Sequence
A dialogue of two Geometries

The Valle building, as universal Albanian Mon-
ument, remains the public facade of the com-
plex, its anchor, the symbolic gate to both the 
Supreme Court and the School of magistrates.
Built seventy years ago as an educational build-
ing, the monument is preserved in that role and 
typology, allowing for it’s architectural features 
to be untouched, furthermore making it a piece 
of living patrimony for the next generations. 
The key features of the building, it’s gallery, it’s 
ample staircase and it’s corridors can be restored 
in original condition, without being altered by 
the needs of security measures. The absence of 
contrasts in levels of access along its vertical 
and horizontal circulations offers to keep the 
monument intact. 

Two arcades on the left are dedicated to a large 
bay: the new Supreme Court entrance and foy-
er, from which one perceives the second element 
of the complex: the Supreme Court.

The simple scheme of “public-monu-
ment-as-school” versus “compact-new-judi-
cial-instrument” allows for a richer and clearer 
access sequence. The historical building acts as 
a ‘Face’ of the entire venue, an image projected 
to the city, a beacon for the new instrument: 
the court that operates like an efficient mecha-
nism, a machine inserted into the park...

Thanks to such program distribution, the Su-
preme Court compound appears as a modern 
institution dedicated to its mission as judicial 
apparatus, while it lets the monument play the 
representational role of the complex.

Accesses / Circulations

Most importantly, this critical interpretation of 
the program allows for an outstanding clarifica-
tion of accesses and statuses.
It produces, in our views, the best scheme for a 
non-compromised triple access and circulation, 
first of priorities of the Supreme Court.
In return, such access scheme allows for more 
“publicness” of the whole, by the removal of 
conflicting intersections.

Practically, the school and public access is or-
ganised through the façade of the historical 
building. The school of magistrates keeps the 
natural entrance around which this educational 
building is naturally organized.
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DETAINED

PUBLIC

SCHOOL

JUDGES

DETAINED

PUBLIC

SCHOOL

JUDGES

Accesses / Circulation 	 Supreme Court & School of Magistrates

The Supreme Court’s 3 separate accesses are or-
ganised in the clearest possible way:

• As detailed earlier, the public uses a double 
arcade entrance created behind the untouched 
Valle façade,
• Through a discreet garage tunnel, the judges 
access their own reserved parking facility which 
connects to a vertical core taking them straight 
to court and offices, with no intersections of 
any kind.
• The detainees are driven straight in an isola-
tion bay, which is vertically connected to the 
penal court in an absolutely contained manner.

A separate pedestrian access for the staff and 
judges is also arranged through the security 
check and basement at the front end.
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ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC ACCESS

TRIAL AREA

DETENTION

SCHOOL OF MAGISTRATES

COMMON FACILITIES

SERVICES

ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC ACCESS

TRIAL AREA

DETENTION

SCHOOL OF MAGISTRATES

COMMON FACILITIES

SERVICES

Distribution of the spaces	 Supreme Court & School of Magistrates

The two institutions are interconnected through 
a double deck composed of the Supreme Court 
Foyer and a cluster of Common Facilities: the 
main auditorium, the common library and 
restaurant.

In such scheme, the Public status of the Monu-
ment is best preserved, while the new structure 
can fully accommodate the more restricted sta-
tuses.
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Program repartition

Continuous Ground Floor

The first achievement aimed by our design is to 
create the greater possible “public” continuum, 
from the Valle building “magisterial” ground 
floor.
In this way, the citizens and visitors can experi-
ence a full on grade spatial sequence, from the 
monumental entrance to the courtrooms.

The ground floor contains the most public el-
ements of both institutions: The Lobby, Press 
Room, Registration and Courtrooms for the 
Supreme Court – the Foyer, Academic Audito-
rium and staircase for the School of Magistrates.

The two institutions are interconnected through 
a double deck composed of the Supreme Court 
Foyer and a cluster of Common Facilities: the 
main auditorium, the common library and 
restaurant.
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0 2 10 m

The School of Magistrates

The original circulation scheme of the Valle 
building is made-to-measure for educational 
purposes. Therefore, the academic institution 
sees its needs best served and represented by 
the traditional staircase, hallways and corridor 
scheme. The program of the School of Magis-
trates falls in place naturally in the walls of the 
heritage architecture.
The Auditorium takes advantage of the noble 
ground floor 6m ceiling height, creating a high 
standard of academic representation.

The Supreme Court

The Supreme court is the focal point of the 
complex, where it is organise a rational - yet 
aesthetical - machine of Justice, an informal 
expression of democracy.
It is a straightforward efficient superposition of 
operating bodies, vertically positioned in the 
shortest possible relative distance, through the 
means of a vertical circulation core.
An underground level contains parkings, ar-
chive, maintenance, data center and services.
The court Rooms are organised in abstracted 

ideal layout: the hierarchy of circulations is 
clarified to an extreme interface: while the pub-
lic accesses the courtrooms from a peripheral 
gallery of zenithal light, the judges have a cen-
tral core lobby interconnecting all the Courts 
and meeting rooms with no walking distance.

Directly above courtrooms is the Research, 
Publication and Library directorate. This space 
is the focal point of the complex: on grade with 
the garden, embraced by the Valle building per-
spective, it is a high architectural moment in 
the experience of the whole.
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0 2 10 m0 2 10 m

Above are the office floors of the judicial bod-
ies. They benefit from a radial plan organisa-
tion, away from old traditional corridors. This 
in itself can be a vector of change and moderni-
sation: while respecting the conditions of con-
fidentiality, the space itself also suggests a more 
democratic organisation. The lobby around 
which the judicial offices are gathered invites to 
collegiality and informal interactions towards 
the institution’s permanent improvement.

Finally, above the judicial bodies, the head of 
Supreme Court is organised in a layout that 
recalls the same organisation than the Public 
Relation Directorate, democratically-oriented 
around welcoming lobbies, with a view on the 
city, just above the roof of the Valle building.
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Landscape

The whole complex is developed in a way 
to preserve the park to it maximum, with 
the smallest possible mineralised foot-
print.
The program is compressed around verti-
cal efficiency, instead of using more park 
footprint.
Part of the building (the courtrooms) dis-
simulates by being covered with the land-
scape through the means of a vegetal roof.
The compactness of the building is one 
of its key qualities, in terms of circulation 
efficiency, site preservation, and energy 
efficiency.

We have worked with Michel Desvigne on 
solutions for the periphery of the site, and 
the landscape connection to the rest of the 
park.
We foresee a discreet but efficient protec-
tion of the site, blocking escapes or access-
es, yet without any visible fence.

Inspired by typologies such as Vauban, a 
principle of French moat has been studied 
and anticipated.
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2%

2%

drip edge

tripple low-e glazing / max. transparency

ceiling cooling / active concrete core

thermal barrier

stainless steel roof trim

exposed concrete facade cast on site,
(hydrophobic sealant)

roof:
gravel 6 cm
felt separation layer
thermal insulation to grade
hydroinsulation 2X
thermal insulation to grade
vapour barrier
concrete plate / cast on site

textile sunscreen / at an angle

partition glass / transparent

partation panels / cupboard / plywood

raised technical floor:
terazzo floor 4 cm
screed 5 cm
wood cement system boards for technical floor 2.5 cm
technical floor cavity 25 cm
concrete plate / cast on site

ventilation / heating

DETAIL FACADE / 1:20

Methods of Construction	 Supreme Court & School of Magistrates

Structure

The structural concept is based on achieving 
the most optimal solution for both the existing 
and the new building.
The existing Valle building will only be cleaned 
from all additions and changes that happened 
over time. The original structure will be fully 
preserved.
New programs will then be inserted, like a layer 
of ‘furnishings’ into the clean structure of the 
building. 
Additional stability will be achieved through 
insertion of concrete staircase cores at both 
ends of the building, as well as the elevator core 
in the existing main staircase of the Valle build-
ing.

The new building is conceived in simple, 
straightforward and rational structure.
Executed in concrete, cast on site – it provides 
both the ‘skeleton’ and the façade of the new 
court complex - rough and durable, formal and 
efficient simultaneously.

Structural grids are based on a 4,00m module, 
and multiplied to fit with the program: 8,00m 
for services and parking, 16,00m for large pro-
grams. 
The public lobby/foyer spaces, connecting the 
existing and the new building is executed as 
a series of grids and a single large Vierendeel 
beam, spanning the congress hall on the lower 
ground floor.

Energy and sustainability concept

The new complex will, to a maximum possible 
degree, strive towards applying the most effi-
cient, yet most discrete mechanical systems.
High quality insulation materials, low-e triple 
glazing for glazed surfaces, as well as comput-
er and manually operated textile screen system, 
will all contribute to the overall reduction of 
energy needs of the building.
Ideally, the buildings and surrounding green-
ery are to be organized and designed to utilize 
maximum passive heating, by envelope charac-
teristics and orientation and, at the same time, 
require minimum artificial energy for heating 
and cooling.
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SCSMA Gross Estimate

Existing Building

Stability 333.596 €
Façade 1.191.413 €
exterior carpentry 428.909 €
Interior restoration (floors / walls) 619.535 €
Interior Carpentry / Furniture 381.252 €
HVAC 810.161 €
Electricity 238.283 €
Roofing 571.878 €
Special techniques (lifts) 190.626 €

4.765.650 €

New Building and connector:

Excavations / sewage 183.527 €
Structure 1.376.453 €
Enveloppe 1.559.980 €
Interior finishing (floors / walls) 1.192.926 €
Interior Carpentry / Furniture 550.581 €
HVAC 2.294.088 €
Electricity 458.818 €
Roofing 642.345 €
Special techniques (lifts) 917.635 €

9.176.350 €

Surrounding works (ex. landscaping) 35.700 €

GRAND TOTAL 13.977.700 €

Heating system will be based on energy mix 
made of district energy and ground energy. The 
energy source switch will depend on the most 
effective use at different points of time. To en-
hance the use of renewable sources, the inclu-
sion of auxiliary bio-mass boiler will be includ-
ed in the analysis of energy mix optimization. 

Cooling system will use direct energy from the 
energy piles, ground heat exchangers and/or wa-
ter wells, whichever proves to be most economi-
cally viable, following research on site. Cooling 
will be done by activation of building thermal 
mass by cold water directly drawn from these 
sources. Office units will have additional sum-
mer dehumidification provided by unit cooled 
by water-cooled chillers that will also use water 
from the ground sources.

Building will be designed to utilize free cooling 
thermal mass activation by means of natural 
cooling.
Ventilation of courtroom spaces, as well as of-
fices, will be organized in elevated floor cavi-
ties, partially cooled (or heated) via heat pump 
system. Natural ventilation will be used to a 
maximum degree in all non- public areas and 
offices. 
The decision on the selection of the most appro-
priate energy source, will be based on the Life 
Cycle Cost simulations of the energy consump-
tion including all running costs, maintenance 
cost as well as forecast of energy costs increase 
for the agreed period of time. The LCC analysis 
will offer a number of alternative possible pack-
ages and scenarios. 

The greenery and trees around the buildings 
will be selected and positioned in such a man-
ner to offer highest level of heat island elimina-
tion to all public areas. Trees will be selected 
and located to create full summer shade for all 
areas on the first two floors of the building. 
The selected trees will have dense canopies for 
maximum summer protection. These trees will 
lose leafs early in October to allow buildings 
passive heating. Particular design and pattern 
of trees, that use available summer winds, will 
be made to activate natural adiabatic cooling 
process and create outdoor environment cooler 
3 to 4 degrees than the surrounding park. 
The project will be designed with intent to meet 
the German Sustainable Building Certificate 
on a Gold level.

SUPREME COURT
netto

level ‐1

SC. 0. 7 248
SC. 0. 6 42
SC. 0. 5 150
SC. 0. 4 67
SC. 0.  1_2 47
SC. 0. 3 36

  SC. 0. 8_9_10 92
SC. 0. 11_12_13 94
SC. 0. 14 185
SC. 0. 15 92
SC. 0. 16 48
SC. 0. 17 45
SC. 0. 18 116
SC. 0. 19 67
SC. 0. 20 24

level 0
SC. 1. 9 224
SC. 1. 10 159
SC. 1. 2 134
SC. 1. 3 8
SC. 1. 11 151
SC. 1. 12 92
SC. 1. 13_14_17_21 48
SC. 1. 15 190
SC. 1. 18 160
SC. 1. 19 160
SC. 1. 22 20
SC. 1. 23 34
SC. 1. 24 23
SC. 1. 25 12
SC. 1. 26 20

level +1
SC. 2. 1_2 83
SC. 2. 3_4 43
SC. 2. 5 19
SC. 2. 6 62
SC. 2. 7 57
SC. 2. 8_9_10_11 118

level +2 +3 +4
SC. 3.
SC. 3. 3 19
SC. 3. 4 19
SC. 3. 1_2 165

level +5  

SC. 5. 1 67
SC. 5. 2 20
SC. 5. 3 76
SC. 5. 4 56
SC. 5. 5 56
SC. 5. 6 30
SC. 5. 7 53
SC. 5. 8_9 56
SC. 5. 10_11 56

SCHOOL OF MAGISTRATES
netto

level ‐1

SM. 0. 1 40m2
  SM. 0. 2 57m2

SM. 0. 3 85m2
SM. 0. 4 90m2
SM. 0. 5 15m2
SM. 0. 6 21m2
SM. 0. 7 20m2
SM. 0. 8 114m2
SM. 0. 9 115m2
SM. 0. 10 27m2
SM. 0. 11 15m2
SM. 0. 12 21m2
SM. 0. 13 20m2
SM. 0. 14 77m2

level 0

SM. 0. 1 40m2
SM. 0. 2 30m2
SM. 0. 3 85m2
SM. 0. 4 15m2
SM. 0. 5 21m2
SM. 0. 6 20m2
SM. 0. 7 114m2

level 1

SM. 0. 1 40m2
SM. 0. 2 54m2
SM. 0. 3 68m2
SM. 0. 4 66m2
SM. 0. 5 63m2
SM. 0. 6 15m2

SC. 5. 1 67
SC. 5. 2 20
SC. 5. 3 76
SC. 5. 4 56
SC. 5. 5 56
SC. 5. 6 30
SC. 5. 7 53
SC. 5. 8_9 56
SC. 5. 10_11 56

SCHOOL OF MAGISTRATES
netto

level ‐1

SM. 0. 1 40m2
  SM. 0. 2 57m2

SM. 0. 3 85m2
SM. 0. 4 90m2
SM. 0. 5 15m2
SM. 0. 6 21m2
SM. 0. 7 20m2
SM. 0. 8 114m2
SM. 0. 9 115m2
SM. 0. 10 27m2
SM. 0. 11 15m2
SM. 0. 12 21m2
SM. 0. 13 20m2
SM. 0. 14 77m2

level 0

SM. 0. 1 40m2
SM. 0. 2 30m2
SM. 0. 3 85m2
SM. 0. 4 15m2
SM. 0. 5 21m2
SM. 0. 6 20m2
SM. 0. 7 114m2

level 1

SM. 0. 1 40m2
SM. 0. 2 54m2
SM. 0. 3 68m2
SM. 0. 4 66m2
SM. 0. 5 63m2
SM. 0. 6 15m2
SM. 0. 7 21m2
SM. 0. 8 20m2
SM. 0. 9 125m2
SM. 0. 10 59m2
SM. 0. 11 42m2
SM. 0. 12 115m2
SM. 0. 13 35m2
SM. 0. 14 15m2
SM. 0. 15 21m2
SM. 0. 16 20m2
SM. 0. 17 125m2

level 2

SM. 0. 1 40m2
SM. 0. 2 30m2
SM. 0. 3 23m2
SM. 0. 4 24m2
SM. 0. 5 20m2
SM. 0. 6 77m2
SM. 0. 7 48m2
SM. 0. 8 55m2
SM. 0. 9 65m2
SM. 0. 10 23m2
SM. 0. 11 23m2
SM. 0. 12 40m2
SM. 0. 13 15m2
SM. 0. 14 21m2
SM. 0. 15 20m2
SM. 0. 16 125m2

GARAGE 700

Statistics	 Supreme Court & School of Magistrates
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