Research through design:
Finding ways to be flexible and renewable to natural phenomena
Place of Testing: Isle of Osumi, Berat
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CORE OF THE PROJECT

The proposal is conceived as a commentary on the morphology and on the
history of Berat.

This commentary is articulated into words, though these words are pe-
culiar: they pertain to the vocabulary of architecture, and in fact they are
architectural objects. Each objectfword is meaningful in itself, and each
object/word can be assembled with another or others to form meaning-
ful sequences/phrases. When they are assembled all together the objects
form the overall commentary, but nevertheless it is not needed to build all
of them to be meaningful and consistent.

In fact the proposal is thought for a medium/flong térm, and thus to be
realized in several different, small-scaled phases easy to be financed and
managed.

The goal of the proposal is to to enhance the usability of the city as a
touristic destination and to highlight the importance of its heritage, not to
compete with it by adding pseudo-iconic buildings or installations.

To pursue this goal the proposal is based on two strategies.

As to the first strategy, it introduces new standpoints from which to
observe Gorice, Mangalem, the river between them and the landscape
surrounding them,

As to the second strategy, it introduces new paths along the river sides and
above the river bed. Each standpoint as well as each new path would drive
the attention to specific features of the built and/for of the natural
environment, highlighting the uniqueness and the beauty of the place. In
this sense, the new paths and standpoints would be “comments” rather
than additions to Berat’s heritage.



ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT/O

The proposal consists of five main elements, plus an art installation.

To keep consistency with the place, the materials of which the elements
are made of are stone and timber, and these two materials are used sepa-
rately one from the other. Stones are used where the urban

character prevails, timber is used where the river, thus nature, prevails,

Therefore, there are two "worlds” that are established by the proposal.
The first is paved with stones and it recalls the floors of the streets and the
walls of the houses of Mangalem and Gorice; the second is made of tim-
ber and it evokes the structural elements of the overhangs and of the roofs
of the houses of the same two villages .

The elements are mostly two-dimensional, so they are first and foremost
made of a floor, than this floor is implemented with a number of sub-ele-
ments such as benches and railings.

A path/bridge that goes into the river is the only exception, since it is a typ-
ically three-dimensional object. The role of this path/bridge is particularly
important because it creates the physical link between the city and the
river bed. In the river bed the most important element is the island, that
function as a pole of attraction for the city.

The main elements are:

- the paved edge of the island in the centre of Osumi

- a new path/bridge from the square Teodor Muzaka to the island
- two paths along the river, one connecting

= 3 square in front of Mangalem

- two panoramic amphitheaters, one looking at Mangalem, the other at
Gorice

- a floating platform, in the form of a reverse volcano [art installation)



ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT/

Paved edge of the island in the river bed of Osumi

“heland i3 3 lened, that i oll purrounded by woser: | imesn 5 Laad that i apan snd disnguithable from the
man L 3 Land that b touchsed a8 arcund by the vea: and wr call slands thode Lindh that aee in deas 1
well 38 thade Laegh that ane in Lakes, the only condition being that water tarmounds them

Tommaso Poecacohl, The modd fomous biands of the workd (Venice, 1550)

The cone of the proposal it in the Eland in the center of the river Ofumi,

in fact thiz idand has 3 peculiar character singe its thape and sometimes S wery
existence depend upon the variathons of the river level, These latter are ontologically
unpredictable and include extreme scenarios: in case of flocd the island ceases to exist,
and in caze of drought it transforms into & penintula, Mot of the times the igland i 3
more of less extendied portion of brushy terrain with blurry boundaries in the center of
the river bed, either alone or either accompanied by an archipelago of smaller but anal-
Oofous klands, Hence, the kland is 3 ghost object alto when It exists: its lack of shape
prompts its lacks of functions,

The goal of the project is to make the [dand a well recognizable object, with a chear
shape and attractive functions. On the other hand, this goal collides with the goal of
keeping the island resilient. The very lack of form is indeed the consequence of the
ishand resilience as a natural object.

The solution s o pave the edges of the kland with stones analogous to the stones that
pavie the floors of the city. The indhviduation of the edges, so of the shape of the kland
is of course arbitrary: it is a deliberate action through which the istand is transformed
into an artificial object. Nevertheless this artificial, urbanized object keeps to be ex-
tremmedy resiblent because the Noor that gives the shape to the sland is de facto a two
dimendional object: it it indead just 3 foor, Ag such, it offers no redistance 1o the water
current and when the bevel of the river grows, the edges ane partially, mostly or entirely
subméerged,

Eventually the island loses nothing of its amphiblous character, but it gains an urban
character that emphagipes the water outside a5 well 5 the wildenness of the river
vegetation inside it: indeed the new foor encloses a “green”™ world, that is 1o say the
wegelation, and is enclosed in 8 “blue” world, that is (o say the walter

Form the symbolical point of vigw the "floor in the bed of the river” is linked to the
main axes of the Gty because its design embeds stripes that are parallel to the axes
thermgehnes.

From the utilitarian point of view, the “floor in the bed of the river”™ is an arificlal
beach: it can allow to walk with naked feet in the river without touching mud, if the
rivier leved i higher, or it can alow 10 walk along the river without touching the water
if the rver level 5 lower. Eventually, when the river level grows more, the river level
becomes an objiect for the eyes, visible from the sides of the river, from the city or from
their casthe.

3 ™
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Preliminary description:
The floor is made of prdng stones, it is cinca 50 om above the yaerage bevel of the
water. It es on a concrete foundation,

Approximate oot estimation:
fram 2507000 to 300°000 Euro



ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT/2

New path/bridge from the square Teodor Muzaka to the island

Thi modque and the church along the Rruga Antipatrea are 3 visible sign of the unlgue
character of Berat in particular and of Albanis In general, Le, the peaceful coexistence
of sk, of Orthodox Christianity and of Catholicm.

To highlight this feature 8 nerw linear structure would posnt at the area of the mosque
and of the church, it would then cross the street along the river and it would eventually
end into the idand, A stalr would allow to descend into the river bed and 1o eventually
touch the water, This stalr in cage of flood could be retreated like a drawbsidge, recall-
ing the medieval origin of Berat. A series of beach huts located just before the stair
wiould allow to wear swimsuits,

From the structural point of view the new path/bBridge would be made of two paraliel

reticular imber beams. Form the point of view of program it weuld overlap the sym-

bolical level with the utilitarian level. As to the symbolical bevel, it would indeed be a

sort of processional path from the mosque and the church towards the water: it would

rocall the ritual importance of water as symbod in both lslam and Christianity, From the 3
utilitarian point of view the path/bridge would allow to include the river bed and the

river itself into the city,

Berat already has a strong offer for touriits attracted by cultural heritage a5 well as for
tourist in search of food and wine quality: what is lacking is an offer for towrists that are
also kn search of sport and lelsure. The incluston of the river would be critkcal to imple-
ment 3 new sports and lelsure offer, and the beidge would be the instrumental for this.

Preliminaty description:
The understructune i assumed 1o be concrete and the superstructure Bimber,
the s1airs can be withdiezwn in caze of flood

Approgimate cost estimation:
froen 3007000 1o 350°000 Eurg




ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT/3

Paths along the river

To emphasize the river Osumi as a natural element and to distinguish it from the city
itself two paths parallel to the river could be introduced as a filter, as an edge and as
an observation posnt. These paths would have a imber structure and floor and would
include baloonbes to aliow going closer to the river.

The first path would connect the square Teodor Muzaka and the iron bridge, the second
would connect the iron bridge to the Ottoman stone bridge, on the side of Gorice. As

independent components their construction might be split into two phases.

Preliminary description:
The understructure is assumed 1o be timber, a1 well as the superstecuture.
The structure of the radings is assumed 1o be made of wteel,

Approximate cost estimation: tract from the square Teodor Muzaka to the iron bridge:
from 250000 to 300000 Euro

Approximate cost estimation. tract from the iron bridge to the Ottoman bridge:
from 200000 to 2500000 Euro

Approximate estimation, new railing on the side of Mangalem, from the Ottoman

bridge to the ron bridge:
from 30'000 to 507000 Euro




ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT/4

Square in front of Mangalem

A new tquane, paved with stone and including benches and green areas would
emphasize the importance of the pedestrian axis that the municipality already created.

This square would be obtained by demolishing the building of the Palace of Culture
Margarita Tutulani and it would have the crucial function of creating a proper distance
between Mangalern and the modern city, making the first perfectly visible. Following
the directions that are alrgady included in the city masterplan, automobile traffic would
be kept but the roundabout would be moved towards the modern city,

Brefiméinary descrption:
The squane would be paved with $tones, using a construction system and materials
samilar 1o the pedestrian axis of

Approximate cost estimation (inckuiding the demolition of the Palace of Culture):
from 250°000 to 300,000 Eurd




ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT/S

Panoramic amphitheaters

To emphasize the importance of Mangalem and of Gorice, as well as to ernphasize their
relationship with the water, it might be imaginable to demalish the two buildings at the
sides of the iron bridge between the two sides of the river. In place of these two
bulldings, two very simple sort of amphitheaters might be bullt with very low cost,

Looking towards the iron bridge, the amphitheater to the left would be oriented to
Managalem, while the one to the right would be oriented towards Gorice, These two
amphitheaters would be a continuation of the square in front of Mangalem,

Ereliminary description;

The platform would be bauilt with the same system and materials of the paths along the
river, though the structure would be concrete, The benches would be made of stones,
The demolition of the two existing bullding would be the preliminary step.

Approximate cost estimation (including the demelition of the two buildings):
from 3007000 to 350000 Eurg

The work can be easily splitted in two phases, according 1o which would be the first
building available for demolition. The side to the right of the bridge (looking towards
the side of Gorice) would be circa 35% of the total cost, the other circa 65%.




ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT/6

Floating platform, in the form of a reverse volcano

(art installation by Hilario Isola)

A circular raft with 2 whole in the middie would float on the Osumid river and would
biring bathérs to the areds whene the water is deeper, and yadmming i posiible.

From the symbolical point of view the dircular shape evokes an agora, though from
the utilitarian point of view it would enhance betsune activities such a3 sunbathing and
diving into the fiver. This paradadcal opposition is embedded in the ontology of the
inestallation itself, an object that is half away between art and technlque. Two circular
culs in the paved edge of the Blend would serve 35 sort of harbors of the raft, where
the bathers gather and wailt for their rver towr. A In 2 reverssd voltand, thiry would
drve into the central hole that & Alled with water, and not fiee.

Preliminany description:
The platform would b built using 2 system typecal of rifts, and it would be made of
dimber. The Boating elements would be from foating plers.

Approximaltie cost estimation (including the demcltion of thetwe buildings):
from 20,000 to 30,000,



ELEMENTS OF THE PROJECT

Phases

ALL THE ELEMENTS OF THE
PROJECT ARE FUNCTIONAL
AND MEAMNINGFUL PER SE

THE PROJECT CAN THUS
BE BUILT IN A NUMBER OF
PHASES, EACH OF WHICH

CAN OVERLAP WITH THE E/-’_’/’
CONSTRUCTION OF A

SPECIFIC ELEMENT

THE PHASES CAN BE
COMBINED IN DIFFERENT
WAYS, ACCORDING TO

THE NEEDS AND THE
POSSIBILITIES OF THE TIMES
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