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The eyes of BERAT (Osumi island resilience)

In the heart of Berat, historical city and a jewel of urban archi-
tecture, the rivers' island Osum is a focus point, to which open
the slopes, streets and looks: the city is organized in balco-
nies turned to this focal point, from the heights of the secular

ppid and the clingi ighborhoods of the rocky cliffs.
This city, surrounded by its gorge and glacial lock site, is looking
for a living space: as logic would suggest, the island is a desired
place, a breath for the dense built web. But it is a space in move-
ment, fluctuating at the whims of the river. It is a delicate balance
between the vegetable, the living, and the hydraulic forces, which
result from cli and its variati a land of surprises, which
is reborn after every flood, and of which the centennial delivers a
volume of water 260 times higher than the low flow: 1850m3/ sec
against7.Berat'sgorge narrows down the passage of water, which
dischargetheirstonesattheupstreamfunnelsculpting Osumi'sis-
land withrandomized arabesquesthatare permanently renewed.

Design concept presentation [detailed)
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Facing such forces, to petrify the state of the island forever, and
to turn itinto an urban platform finally conquered over the rivers’
violence appears to be, in our opinion, a triple misinterpretation:
- A promethean challenge, with no economi-
cal explanation given the work that has to be taken.
- An ecological crime, harming the rivers na-
ture itself and the biodiversity that takes shelter in it.
- An esthetical error, in the place where the ‘genius loci’ is
enough to deliver a feeling of full that the H hand
has to accompany, to highlight, to polish, without refuting.
The challenge of the proposed planning reflection is then
dual: how to enable the inhabitants of Berat to benefit from
the use of the island, without compromising its essential qua-
lity of living space, dedicated to wildlife, to the expression of
natural forces? How to organize the resilience of the site wit-
hout the action implemented of this same resilience disfigures
the values permanently? We offer a medicine that would be
similar to acupuncture: acting punctually, providing a reac-
tive energy, refraining from the gery that fi
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We would suggest the establishment of a reactive resi-
lience, meaning a system’s ability to absorb the disturbance
of the flood while remaining in its previous state after its pas-
sing: state which, to our eyes, is both the one of a work of
art and the one of a constitutive natural space of the work.
Therefore, we propose an intervention in six points, carried
out as an artistic and a landscaped architectural acupuncture:

1. Locate with the hydraulic modeling that will carry out our
consultingengineers, the key linesfrictionand abrasion sediment
to assist the natural resilience that oppose the piles of rocks, the
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Inthisspace, fromtheannualfloodtothe20yearsflood, wewill pro-
tecttheislandswithgabionlines adaptedtothespeedandvolume
of the flow, and forming stems where islands separate the flows.
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3. The costal spaces will be dedicated to pedestrian walk-
ways, made of stabilized soils, and some wurban furni-
ture built in wood. A third line of protection for biodiver-
sity is made of wood branches “fascines’, (rough bundle of
brushwood used for strengthening an earthen structure),
making an efficient boundary between the men-accepted
spaces and the respected and natural sanctuaries for wildlife.

4. Between the islands and the land, establish an interlacing
of footbridges flowing above the river floods and stone depo-
sits and concealing the walkers' silhouettes. These suspended
footbridges are designed as wooden ships, plant structures,
bird nests, accompanying the intricacies of water and authori-
zing the promenade and in specific points, stopping in such and
such confined places, protected, adorned with carved works
rooted in soil. We enter into it through narrows passages, distri-
buting “drop by drop” the limited responsiveness of the island.
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5. Along the city riverbank, from the marketplace to the Be-
rat Bridge, create a filtration made of phytopurification planta-
tions to drain the rejected and polluted city waters and rains.

6. Bring with Odile Soudant’s work the colors
lights to all so that the proposed intervention com-
poses a real graphic picture, a land art work, offered to
the looks from the balconies and terraces of the high city.

and
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In terms of use for the inhabitants and visitors of Berat; the input is the one of a poetic space, the breath
of the city, dual and sensitive: the island is Berat's lung.

It's a place destined to a form of "pallination” of new urban practices that will allow the island on:

- Sharing intimacy

- The dropping rituals of “padlocks oaths"

- The hanging of sweet words in the statues detours

- Public benches dedicated to whispered conversations

- The quiet listening of smartphones

- The dances and rhythmic open air gym classes

The observation of wildlife and the initiation of children into bird-watching respect.



SUMMARY OF THE ECONOMIC ESTIMATION
(1st alternative) Osumi island
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DESIGNATION VALUE

Estimation for the water supply network 10000
for the el d lighting S00000
Estimation for the vegetation 200000

Estimation for the disposition of the river and islands (total) 4500000

Estimation for the internal walkways 150000

TOTAL SUM IN EURODS BIGO000

Crie 20 ams

Matesials and method of comstruction

Investments cost estimation
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Reduced panels
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